March 27, 2009

Dear Representative :

Our organizations are writing to inform you that we cannot support H.R. 1261, the Youth
Prevention and Tobacco Harm Reduction Act, as a substitute to H.R. 1256, the Family Smoking
Prevention and Tobacco Control Act. As organizations dedicated to improving oral health care,
we are concerned that provisions relating to spit tobacco products in H.R. 1261 will be
counterproductive to encouraging children and adults to turn away from tobacco use.

H.R. 1261 is premised on the idea that spit tobacco products are less harmful than cigarettes.
Science does not support that notion:

e Smokeless tobacco is not a healthy alternative to cigarette smoking; both products
pose health risks. Compared to cigarettes, smokeless tobacco products are less likely to
cause lung cancer but they are associated with oral (mouth) and pharyngeal (throat)
cancers, as well as cancers of the stomach and pancreas."""" These cancers progress
rapidly and can be deadly if not diagnosed and treated early.

e Smokeless tobacco is not a viable nicotine replacement therapy to help cigarette
smokers quit, but a “gateway drug” that can lead users to a lifetime of cigarette
smoking."""""""" Among persons who had used both smokeless tobacco and cigarettes in
their lifetime, 31.8 percent started using smokeless tobacco first."" Researchers have
found that adolescent boys who use smokeless tobacco products are highly likely to
become cigarette smokers within four years of starting.”™ That is one among many
reasons the United States Surgeon General has classified the smokeless tobacco
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alternative as a “public health myth”.

In sum, we believe that taxpayer dollars should not be spent encouraging the use of smokeless
tobacco products which may contain more than 28 cancer-causing agents. Ergo, smokeless
tobacco is not a healthier (or less harmful) alternative to cigarettes. We further believe the FDA
is the only federal agency with the expertise and infrastructure to appropriately regulate tobacco
products, regardless of whether they are smoked, chewed or dipped.

For these reasons we recommend that you vote for H.R. 1256, the Family Smoking Prevention
and Tobacco Control Act when it comes to the floor.

Sincerely,
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