
#DM2002-22 “WHY BABY TEETH ARE IMPORTANT”

YOU DON'T TYPICALLY THINK OF A NEWBORN BABY AS HAVING TEETH.  BUT ACTUALLY, AT BIRTH,
A NEWBORN ALREADY HAS FORMED THE 20 PRIMARY OR BABY TEETH, WHICH CAN BEGIN
SHOWING UP BY THE TIME THE CHILD IS 6 MONTHS OLD.  BY THE AGE OF THREE, YOUR CHILD
SHOULD HAVE A FULL SET OF 20 BABY TEETH.

BABY TEETH ARE JUST AS IMPORTANT AS PERMANENT TEETH.  THEY AID IN CHEWING, SPEAKING
AND APPEARANCE.  THEY HOLD THE SPACE FOR PERMANENT TEETH, AND HELP GIVE THE FACE ITS
SHAPE AND FORM.

IF A BABY TOOTH IS LOST TOO SOON, A SPACE MAINTAINER MAY BE NEEDED UNTIL THE
PERMANENT TOOTH APPEARS.  OTHERWISE, THE PERMANENT TEETH MAY COME IN CROOKED,
CAUSING LENGTHY OR EXPENSIVE TREATMENT IN THE FUTURE.

HELP ESTABLISH A FRIENDLY RELATIONSHIP WITH YOUR DENTIST BY SCHEDULING A DENTAL VISIT
BY YOUR CHILD'S FIRST BIRTHDAY.  YOUR DENTIST CAN HELP TEACH YOU HOW TO CORRECTLY
CLEAN YOUR CHILD'S TEETH AND EVALUATE TOOTH DEVELOPMENT.

IT'S NEVER TOO EARLY TO ESTABLISH GOOD DENTAL HABITS.

FOR THE ADA DENTAL MINUTE, I'M MARIA LOPEZ HOWELL.


