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� GKAS® DATABASE: The Key to Quick, Efficient  
GKAS® Program Coordination

Vani Anand, M.P.H., oral health care coordinator, Oral Health Bridgeport Initiative
Meredith Ferraro, M.S., executive director, Southwestern Area Health Education Center
Joan Lane, M.P.H., director of programs, Southwestern Area Health Education Center

Breakout Session Description:
Learn how a custom database can help take your Give Kids A Smile® (GKAS) program 
from patient intake, to appointments, to treatment complete in the quickest and shortest 
route. This user-friendly database is a secure and efficient tool for: precise recording of 
information on dental practices; quick patient intake; instant scheduling of appointments; 
routine generation of dentists’ schedules, patient reminder letters, etc; tracking dental 
services provided; running reports on GKAS activity (patient demographics, etc); and 
patient follow-up beyond GKAS. This database has been invaluable in helping Southwestern 
AHEC run the most successful (private-practice model) GKAS in CT for three years in a 
row- taking the program from 21 dentists, and $30K of donated care for 70 children in 
2007, to 63 dentists and $200K of donated care for 454 children in 2010!
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The 5 W’s of Your New Strategic Partner:  
Dental Students

Colleen Greene, M.A.T., dental student,  
Harvard School of Dental Medicine/Harvard School of Public Health

Breakout Session Description: 
Expand your GKAS volunteer labor force with the future of the profession: dental students! 
Learn from a current dental student whose school has dramatically expanded their 
student-led GKAS over the past few years. Entrance to dental school has never been more 
competitive, even with several new schools opening, which means students are increasingly 
prepared to learn, serve, and lead. Find out specific valuable ways that today’s dental student 
can support your own program planning. Whether you’re looking to grow your program or 
maintain strong annual outcomes, dental students will exceed your expectations in a wide 
range of roles. 




