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Filling the Gap: Providing access to free health care and case management  
to America’s uninsured children (continued)

Debra Wood, M.S., program director and Olimata K. Faal, B.A., intern, Project K.I.N.D

Dental Solutions for Children:  
Creating and sustaining a dental safety net  

for school-aged children
Jessica Minahan, co-founder, Dental Solutions for Children 

Catherine Pederson, co-founder, Dental Solutions for Children

Breakout Session Description: 
Learn about the Dental Solutions for Children Program and how to develop and maintain a 
dental health safety-net for children in your community. The Dental Solutions for Children 
Program was created and launched ten years ago in the Salem-Keizer (Oregon) community 
to protect children from experiencing the painful effects of dental disease. Embedded in the 
school district, this Program provides:

• Dental health education for students and parents, 

• School-based dental screenings and prevention services, and 

• Access to treatment for low-income, uninsured students. 

Coordination is essential to program 
sustainability. Program coordination 
involves developing and building a network 
of participating dentists and agencies, 
managing the referral process, promoting 
program awareness and visibility, collecting 
program data, and resource development. 
Thanks to the Dental Solutions for Children 
Program, Salem-Keizer School District’s 
40,000 students never miss class due to 
dental pain! 
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Dental Solutions for Children: Creating and sustaining a dental safety net  
for school-aged children (continued)

Jessica Minahan, co-founder, Dental Solutions for Children 
Catherine Pederson, co-founder, Dental Solutions for Children

Dental Solutions for Children: Creating and sustaining a dental safety net  
for school-aged children (continued)

Jessica Minahan, co-founder, Dental Solutions for Children 
Catherine Pederson, co-founder, Dental Solutions for Children
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Dental Solutions for Children: Creating and sustaining a dental safety net  
for school-aged children (continued)

Jessica Minahan, co-founder, Dental Solutions for Children 
Catherine Pederson, co-founder, Dental Solutions for Children

Dental Solutions for Children: Creating and sustaining a dental safety net  
for school-aged children (continued)

Jessica Minahan, co-founder, Dental Solutions for Children 
Catherine Pederson, co-founder, Dental Solutions for Children
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Dental Solutions for Children: Creating and sustaining a dental safety net  
for school-aged children (continued)

Jessica Minahan, co-founder, Dental Solutions for Children 
Catherine Pederson, co-founder, Dental Solutions for Children

Continuing the Momentum for Continuity of 
Care: Medicaid Symposium

Dr. Steve Geiermann, senior manager, access, community oral health infrastructure & 
capacity, Council on Access, Prevention and Interprofessional Relations (CAPIR)




