NEWS RELEASE

LOCAL DENTIST EDUCATES OLDER ADULTS ON THE IMPORTANCE OF ORAL HEALTH FOR LIFE

The American Dental Association, ADA Foundation and GlaxoSmithKline Consumer Healthcare Partner on OralLongevity™ Initiative 
CITY, State – Date.  In 2006, the U.S. Administration on Aging reported that nearly 36 million adults or one in every eight Americans was 65+ years old, a number that is expected to double to about 71.5 million by 2030. According to [First, Last Name], DDS or DMD, a [City]-area [dentist/dental professional], advances in modern dentistry have enabled more of these older adults to keep their teeth for a lifetime. This, in turn, has spurred a lifelong need for oral health care that addresses the special concerns of aging Americans. 

Focusing on the oral health of older adults directly and through caregivers, dentists and allied dental professionals, the American Dental Association (ADA) and the ADA Foundation collaborated with GlaxoSmithKline Consumer Healthcare to launch the OralLongevity initiative. The effort features educational tools, including a DVD and brochure, to encourage dialogue between oral health professionals and patients in the dental office or out in the community. 

Dr. [Last Name] recently used the OralLongevity resources with older adults at a local [senior health fair, nursing home, assisted living facility, Elderhostel program].  S/He showed the DVD to about [##] attendees and shared oral health advice and tip sheets on a variety of issues such as keeping teeth for life, the connection between a healthy mouth and a healthy body, dry mouth, nutrition choices, etc.
“It’s very satisfying to make a positive difference by educating older adults about their changing dental needs and concerns,” said Dr. [Last Name], [INSERT credentials or affiliation, or who has been in private dental practice here for more than # years].  “The OralLongevity tools are perfect for patients and their caregivers who want to take control of their oral health, feel better and look great throughout life.” 
[INSERT Brief Paragraph on Your Practice and Expertise]

OralLongevity™ is a cooperative initiative between the American Dental Association (ADA), the ADA Foundation (ADAF) and GlaxoSmithKline Consumer Healthcare (GSKCH).  The OralLongevity initiative was designed to support dental professionals in enhancing and preserving the oral health of older Americans. To learn more about taking control of your oral health, please log on to www.orallongevity.ada.org or call our dental office at [phone number] to schedule a visit.
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