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January 19-21, 2023 
 

The Council on Government Affairs (CGA) met in the ADA’s Washington Office on January 19-
21, 2023. The following is a summary of the major actions taken by the Council:  
 

1. The Council voted to approve the amended federal dental services workgroup charge 
statement.  
 

2. The Council voted to approve the public insurance advocacy workgroup charge 
statement.  
 

3. The Council voted to approve the private insurance advocacy workgroup charge 
statement.  
 

4. The Council agreed to retain nine policies and amend eight policies, pending review by 
the Councils with secondary jurisdiction. The Council also formally voted to rescind three 
policies, pending review by the councils with secondary jurisdiction. 
 

5. The Council identified the following issues as its advocacy priorities in 2023:  
 

a. Student loan reform 
b. Public dental insurance reform 
c. Private dental insurance reform  
d. Workforce 
e. Veterans 
f. Lead testing 

 
Council Members: 
Dr. Dan Gesek, chair, FL 
Dr. Leigh Kent, vice chair, AL 
Dr. Abe Abdul, MA 
Dr. Sean Aiken, KY 
Dr. John Blake, CA 
Dr. Darren Chamberlain, UT  
Dr. David Clemens, WI 
Dr. Mark Crabtree, VA  
Dr. Doug Erickson, MN 
Dr. Darren Greenwell, KY 
Dr. David Hildebrandt, LA 
Dr. Ray Miller, NY 
Dr. John Roberts, IN 
Dr. Matthew Roberts, TX 
Dr. James Tauberg, PA 
Dr. Elisa Velazquez, NJ 
Dr. Cheryl Watson-Lowry, IL 
Dr. Heather Willis, AK 
 
Liaisons:  
Ms. Nicole Anderson, American Student Dental Association, CA  



Dr. Giorgio Di Vincenzo, chair, American Dental Political Action Committee, NJ 
Ms. Sue Hadnot, Alliance of the American Dental Association, MT 
Dr. Jim Mancini, chair, Council on Advocacy for Access and Prevention, PA 
Dr. Gary Oyster, trustee-liaison, Sixteenth Trustee District, NC 
 
The Council will meet on July 20-22, 2023 in Washington, DC.  
 
 
 
 


