
The Honorable Hakeem Jeffries 
House Minority Leader 
H-204, The Capitol
Washington, D.C. 20515

July 22, 2026

The Honorable Mike Johnson 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 
H-232, The Capitol
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Speaker Johnson and Minority Leader Jeffries, 

As the leading authority on oral health in the United States, the American Dental Association 
(ADA) writes to share our views regarding oral health initiatives in H.R. 8800, the National 
Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) for Fiscal Year (FY) 2027.  

This legislation contains dental priorities that will strengthen our armed services and bolster 
military readiness levels. A commitment to oral health is a commitment to the full-body 
health of our brave men and women in uniform.  

Sec. 701 of the bill establishes no-cost TRICARE Dental Program coverage for members of 
the Selected Reserve in pay grades E-1 to E-4. This provision will increase the number of 
Selected Reserve members receiving routine, preventative dental care by removing cost 
barriers to care. Not only will this initiative improve oral health outcomes, but it will also 
reinforce military readiness efforts. Oral health deficiencies are a major cause of deployment 
ineligibility, as all service members with a “class 3” dental readiness status cannot deploy. 
Within two months, half of the individuals with this designation will face a dental 
emergency1; underscoring the need for robust, preventative care.  

Sec. 702 of the bill allows eligible dependents in military families to receive treatment from 

dental residents at military dental treatment facilities (MDTFs) on a space-available basis. 

This provision is beneficial for all participants, as military family members can receive 

excellent on-site care, while dental residents gain crucial hands-on training in specialized 

facilities. The ADA has consistently supported efforts to guarantee the highest standards of 

care in these facilities, including championing an amendment in the FY2026 NDAA to 

improve accreditation efforts in MDTFs.2  

1 Readiness Includes Dental Fitness, Good Oral Health. Defense Visual Information Distribution Service. 

September 2019. https://www.dvidshub.net/news/342484/readiness-includes-dental-fitness-good-oral-health 

2 ADA Letter to Chairman Brian Babin. September 2025. https://www.ada.org/-/media/project/ada-

organization/ada/ada-org/files/advocacy/funding-oral-health/tylettertobabinndaaamendmentunsigned.pdf 
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The ADA is supportive of both sections of the bill as part of our continued commitment to 

advancing high-quality oral health care for members of the military and their families. We 

were also pleased to see $131 million authorized for dental readiness measures within the 

Combat and Operational Medicine account.  

Military dental measures are a matter of national security. By protecting the oral health of all 
service members, the United States maintains a deployment-ready force capable of 
defending our interests around the world. The ADA applauds efforts to ensure our military 
has the resources necessary to carry out their valuable missions and protect American lives. 

We strongly urge your consideration and support of these provisions within H.R. 8800. We 
support further dialogue between the House and the Senate to ensure that these provisions 
are included in the final, unified version of the FY2027 NDAA.  

The ADA will continue to partner with Congressional leaders to ensure the highest level of 
oral healthcare for our brave military members. Please reach out to Nicholas Cargas, 
Congressional Lobbyist, at cargasn@ada.org with any further questions or comments.  

Sincerely, 

Nader A. Nadershahi, D.D.A., M.B.A., Ed.D. 
Executive Director 

Richard J. Rosato, D.M.D. 
President 
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