
 
June 23, 2026 
 
The Honorable Tim Kaine 
United States Senate 
231 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
Dear Senator Kaine: 
 
As the leading authority on oral health, the American Dental Association (ADA) is pleased to 
express our support for S. 4370, the Primary Care Team Education Centers Act. One of the 
ADA’s top priorities is addressing workforce shortages to ensure more Americans can access 
high-quality dental care. This legislation is pivotal in mobilizing dental professionals to regions 
where they are needed most.  
 
The ADA has long supported the Teaching Health Center program due to its effectiveness in 
training dental professionals who are more likely to serve in high-need communities. The 
Primary Care Team Education Centers Act promises to expand this success by cultivating the 
next generation of health practitioners through robust educational and clinical initiatives within 
health centers. These centers will be instrumental in training vital members of the dental team, 
including dental hygienists and dental assistants. 
 
Currently, nine out of ten dentists report difficulties in recruiting dental hygienists and 
assistants, a challenge that is particularly acute in underserved and rural areas. We are 
grateful for your focus on improving training for all oral health care providers, which will 
significantly enhance dental care accessibility across the United States. 
 
The ADA looks forward to working with you to advance this bill and address the critical issues 
within the dental workforce that impede access to care. 
 
If you have any questions or would like to further discuss the ADA’s priorities for addressing 
problems in the dental workforce, please contact Nick Cargas at cargasn@ada.org. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
/s/ 
 
Richard J. Rosato, D.M.D.  
President 

 
/s/ 
 
Nader A. Nadershahi, D.D.S., M.B.A., Ed.D. 
Executive Director 
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