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March 10, 2025
The Honorable Mike Simpson The Honorable Robin Kelly
U.S. House of Representatives U.S. House of Representatives
2084 Rayburn House Office Building 2329 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515 Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representatives Simpson and Kelly:

As the leading authority on oral health in the United States, the American Dental Association
(ADA), representing over 159,000 dentists across the country, thanks you for introducing the
Action for Dental Health Act of 2025. We strongly support this bipartisan legislation, which
would reauthorize the Action for Dental Health (ADH) program, a crucial workforce grant
initiative that expands access to care for those most in need.

Workforce challenges are among the ADA'’s top priorities. One-third of dentists report
actively recruiting dental hygienists and dental assistants, yet 87% state that filling these
positions remains extremely challenging—even with incentives. Staffing shortages limit
patient access to care, a problem that is especially acute in underserved areas.

As you know, the ADA has long championed the ADH program, which provides federal
grants to address the oral health needs of underserved populations. ADH funding supports
dental disease prevention through improved oral health education, reduces geographic and
language barriers, and enhances access to care through initiatives such as mobile dental
programs and community-based oral health education. Programs supported by ADH
advance the critical goal of reducing dental health disparities in communities where access
to care is most needed.

We appreciate your leadership in addressing dental workforce challenges and advancing
the ADH program. Ensuring a strong dental workforce is essential to meeting the oral health
needs of all Americans. We look forward to collaborating with you to advance this important
bipartisan legislation. Should you or your staff have any questions, please contact Jennifer
Fisher at Fisherj@ada.org.

Sincerely,
Is/ Is/
Brett Kessler, D.D.S. Elizabeth Shapiro, D.D.S., J.D., C.AE.
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