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July 23, 2026

The Honorable Cory Booker The Honorable Ted Budd

United States Senate United States Senate

306 Hart Senate Office Building 354 Russell Senate Office Building

Washington, D.C. 20510 Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senators Booker and Budd,

As the nation’s leading authority on oral health, the American Dental Association (ADA) thanks
you for reintroducing the Action for Dental Health Act. We strongly support this bipartisan
legislation, which would reauthorize the Action for Dental Health (ADH) workforce grant program
at $15 million annually through fiscal year 2031.

Workforce challenges are among the ADA’s top priorities. In the first quarter of 2026, 37.6
percent of dentists reported recruiting a dental hygienist during the prior three months, and 36.7
percent reported recruiting a dental assistant. Among those dentists, more than 90 percent said
hygienist recruitment was very or extremely challenging, and about 70 percent said the same of
assistant recruitment. Persistent staffing shortages constrain practice capacity and access to
care, particularly in rural and underserved communities.

As you know, the ADA has long championed the ADH program, which provides federal grants to
address the oral health needs of underserved populations. ADH funding supports disease
prevention and oral health education, reduces geographic and language barriers, and expands
access through initiatives such as mobile dental services and the establishment of dental
homes. Programs supported by ADH advance the critical goal of reducing oral health disparities
in communities where access to care is most needed.

We appreciate your leadership in addressing dental workforce challenges and advancing the

ADH program. Ensuring a strong dental workforce is essential to meeting the oral health needs
of all Americans. We look forward to collaborating with you to advance this important bipartisan
legislation. Should you have any questions, please contact Jennifer Fisher at Fisherj@ada.org.

Sincerely,

)] o Vo ey dha
Richard J. Rosato, D.M.D. Nader A. Nadershahi, D.D.S., M.B.A., Ed.D.
President Executive Director
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