
 
 

 
 
 
 
December 18, 2024 
 
The Honorable Mike Johnson    The Honorable Charles Schumer 
Speaker of the House     Senate Majority Leader 
U.S. House of Representatives    U.S. Senate 
Washington, DC 20515     Washington, DC 20510 
 
The Honorable Hakeem Jeffries    The Honorable Mitch McConnell 
Democratic Leader     Senate Republican Leader 
U.S. House of Representatives    U.S. Senate 
Washington, DC 20515     Washington, DC 20510 
 
Dear Speaker Johnson, Minority Leader Jeffries, Majority Leader Schumer, and Minority Leader 
McConnell:  
 
On behalf of the over 159,000 members of the American Dental Association (ADA), we express our 
strong support for your inclusion of funding for several programs that are important for the nation’s 
oral health workforce in the Continuing Resolution. We especially want to thank you for your inclusion 
of Action for Dental Health (ADH). This bipartisan measure reauthorizes the ADH program, a vital 
workforce grant initiative focused on improving access to care for those most in need. In addition, we 
thank you for including continued and increased support for community health centers (CHCs), the 
Teaching Health Center Graduate Medical Education (THCGME) program, and the National Health 
Service Corps (NHSC).  
 
Workforce challenges remain a top priority for ADA, with recruitment and retention being key 
concerns. For example, more than 80% of dentists report difficulties in recruiting dental hygienists 
and dental assistants, despite offering incentives. These staffing challenges impact dental office 
capacity, limiting the number of patients dentists can treat, particularly in underserved areas.  
 
The ADA has long championed the ADH program, which provides federal grants to address 
workforce shortages and meet the needs of underserved populations. ADH funding supports 
initiatives such as dental disease prevention through improved oral health education, training 
programs, reduction of geographic and language barriers, and improved access to care. These 
programs are significant to reducing dental health disparities in communities where access to care is 
most needed. Because of your steadfast support, ADH will continue to make an impact in 
communities across the country.  
 
Community Health Centers serve a critical role in providing quality preventive and primary oral health 
care in underserved communities. The ADA is committed to advancing optimal oral health for all 
Americans and commends your continued and increased support for Community Health Centers.  
 
The ADA strongly supports NHSC scholarship and loan repayment opportunities for dentists.  
Extending NHSC programs addresses distribution and local shortages in rural and underserved 
areas, while helping dentists to reduce student loan debt through service. High student debt often 
forces graduates to seek less risky and more lucrative opportunities instead of practicing in rural or 
underserved areas. Enhanced NHSC funding incentivizes dentists to practice in underserved areas 
through loan repayment and scholarships tied to service commitments. 
 
The ADA also strongly supports expanding the Teaching Health Center Graduate Medical Education 
(THCGME) Program. Expanding funding provides needed resources for dental residency programs 
that train residents to serve our nation’s most vulnerable populations in Federally Qualified Health 
Centers (FQHCs), Rural Health Clinics, and tribal health centers.  Strengthened support stabilizes 
teaching health centers and improves continuity of care in underserved areas. Extending and 
expanding THCGME funding would also allow for the creation of new programs and residency slots, 
addressing health workforce shortages and persistent disparities. 



 

To facilitate further discussion, please contact Natalie Hales at 202-898-2404 or Halesn@ada.org 
 
Sincerely, 
 
/s/      /s/ 
 
Brett Kessler, D.D.S.    Raymond A. Cohlmia, D.D.S. 
President     Executive Director 
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