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This guide is to educate dentists and others in the dental community on the schema for documenting 3D 
diagnostic imaging procedures. 

Introduction 

Four CDT codes are available for documenting and reporting three-dimensional (3D) surface scans. These codes 
provide specificity for 3D imaging procedures involving intraoral, dental, or facial surfaces, whether captured 
directly from the patient or indirectly from a cast or model, enhancing accuracy of patient records and claim 
preparation. 

1. D0801 3D intraoral dental surface scan – direct 
A surface scan of any aspect of the intraoral anatomy. 

2. D0802 3D dental surface scan – indirect 
A surface scan of a diagnostic cast. 

3. D0803 3D facial surface scan – direct 
4. D0804 3D facial surface scan – indirect 

A surface scan of constructed facial features. 

 

Several Questions and Answers follow that are intended to provide readers with insight and understanding of the 
procedures and their appropriate documentation in patient records and on claims. 

Questions and Answers 

1. For the two “direct” procedures (D0801 and D0803) codes how do I decide if the image captured is an 
intraoral or dental surface or a facial surface?  

The code selection decision depends on whether the 3D image captured has anatomical features 
located intraorally (e.g., tooth structure, tongue, or floor of mouth) or facial features (i.e., extraoral soft 
tissues) as the primary focus. 

• When the image captures any aspect of intraoral anatomy (e.g., occlusion, missing or damaged 
teeth; stains or concretions, or lesions) the procedure is intraoral surface scan that is reported 
with code D0801. An intraoral surface scan means that the features are located within the oral 
cavity; however, the scanning device may be located intraorally or extraorally when the image 
is captured. 

• When the image captures soft tissue that surrounds the oral cavity (e.g., to enable fabrication 
and delivery of a commissure splint or facial moulage) the procedure is a facial surface scan 
that is reported with code D0803. A facial surface scan is extra-oral. 

The patient is present (e.g., in the operatory) when either of these direct surface scan procedures are 
performed. 

2. What is the illumination source for these surface scans – reflected visible light; infrared or ultraviolet light; 
ionizing radiation (e.g., X-rays)?  

The illumination source is determined by the equipment selected by the dentist for these 3D image 
capture procedures. These CDT Code entries intentionally do not specify any such technical 
requirements as the intent is to document the nature and scope of the service, not the armamentaria 
used to deliver the procedure, which is determined by the dentist. 
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3. Does the term “scan” mean that these procedures are not reported for capture of still images or videos? 

The CDT code entries for these procedures do not specify whether the image must be static or capture 
motion so that the dentist may select either as appropriate for the patient’s treatment plan and dental 
record. 

4. When the image captured is what the dentist sees reflected in an intraoral mirror could that be considered 
direct or indirect?  

This would be a direct procedure. Use of an intraoral mirror to visualize the image to be captured is a 
means to an end – and the patient must be present in order for a reflected image to be captured. 

5. Which code is appropriate for a 3D image created by integrating a series of still images, video photography, 
or laser scanning photographs? 

In this situation the images would have been captured and reported separately, using the applicable 
image capture procedure code. Creation of the integrated 3D image is a separate procedure that is 
reported with an appropriate “Post Processing of Image or Image Sets” code, either – 

D0395 fusion of two or more 3D image volumes of one or more modalities 
D0393 virtual treatment simulation using 3D image volume or surface scan  

Virtual simulation of treatment including, but not limited to, dental implant placement, 
prosthetic reconstruction, orthognathic surgery and orthodontic tooth movement. 

6. Would a 3D image captured using ultrasound be considered an intraoral or facial surface scan, and if so, 
would it be considered direct or indirect? 

In this scenario illumination uses ultrasound technology. As the 3D image scanning codes do not 
specify the technology used to deliver the procedure, code selection is first determined by whether 
features located intraorally or soft tissue outside the oral cavity are captured, and second whether the 
patient is present during the procedure. Any of the four above codes could be considered in this 
situation.  

It is ultimately the dentist’s responsibility, after reading the full CDT Code entry, to determine the 
procedure code that accurately describes the service provided. If the doctor believes he/she is 
delivering this service, information should be captured in the patient’s dental records should be 
sufficiently robust to support selection of the CDT code reported on the claim. 

 
7. Codes D0801 through D0804 are published in the CDT manual’s “Image Capture With Interpretation” 

category of service. How would I document this procedure when the image capture occurs outside the 
dentist’s practice, and the interpretation is completed at a different location? 

In this scenario the scanning procedure would be reported with “D0999 unspecified diagnostic 
procedure, by report” code and the interpretation would be reported with code “D0391 interpretation of 
diagnostic image by a practitioner not associated with capture of the image, including report.” 

Questions or Assistance? 

Call 800-621-8099 or send an email to dentalcode@ada.org  

Notes: 

• This document includes content from the ADA publication – Current Dental Terminology (CDT) ©2024. 
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