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Purpose: The purpose of the Measures Under Consideration (MUC) list is to support a measure concept roadmap for future development by the DQA and its 
Measure Development and Maintenance Committee (MDMC). Measures that the DQA has already developed or has previously addressed through testing are 
available at: https://www.ada.org/resources/research/dental-quality-alliance/dqa-dental-quality-measures  
 
The concepts listed below purposefully lack details of numerators and denominators. The MDMC acknowledges that many considerations remain to be assessed 
before a concept can be translated into a measure numerator/denominator and testing can be instituted to assess feasibility, validity, reliability and useability. 
Measure details and specifications will be developed once a measure concept is prioritized for development.  
 
The DQA is looking to identify additional measure concepts that should be assessed as part of future measure development efforts.  
 

Name AHRQ 
Domain IOM Aim Level of 

Aggregation 

Applicable 
Data 
Sources 

Concept 
[Numerators and Denominators to be determined later] 

Improved 
population 
caries risk status 

Outcome  Equity, 
Effectiveness 

Program, 
Plan, 
Practice 

Claims 
(Payer 
Databases) 
or EDR 

Percentage of children/ adults who lowered or maintained low caries risk status 
during the reporting period.   
 
Stratify for ECC populations 

Improved 
Periodontal 
Disease Status 

Outcome Equity, 
Effectiveness 

Program, 
Plan, 
Practice 

Claims 
(Payer 
Databases) 
or EDR 

Percentage of adults who improved or maintained the periodontitis status during 
the reporting period. 

Complications 
following routine 
extraction 

Outcome Equity, 
Effectiveness 

Program, 
Plan, 
Practice 

Patient 
Record 
(EDR) 

Percentage of children/ adults who had a routine tooth extraction during the 
reporting period who had complications within 7 days of the extraction event.   
 
Limited feasibility. Concept to be developed based on data source 

Complications 
following 
surgical 
extraction 

Outcome Equity, 
Effectiveness 

Program, 
Plan, 
Practice 

Patient 
Record 
(EDR) 

Percentage of children/ adults who had a surgical tooth extraction during the 
reporting period who had complications within 7 days of the extraction.   
 
Limited feasibility. Concept to be developed based on data source 

Follow-up care 
after problem 
focused 
evaluation 

Process Equity, 
Effectiveness 

Program, 
Plan, 
Practice 

Claims 
(Payer 
Databases) 
or EDR 

Percentage of children/adults with problem focused visits resulting in 
identification of urgent follow-up needs who had follow-up care within X days of 
the problem focused evaluation visit 

https://www.ada.org/resources/research/dental-quality-alliance/dqa-dental-quality-measures
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Dental Care by 
Age One Process 

Equity, 
Effectiveness, 
Timeliness 

Program, 
Plan 

Claims 
(Payer 
Databases) 
or EDR 

The rate of children receiving at least one oral examination by a dental 
professional during the reporting period prior to/ immediately after [time period to 
be determined] their first birthday.  

Patients with a 
“Dental Home” Process Equity, 

Effectiveness 

Program, 
Plan, 
Practice 

Claims 
(Payer 
Databases) 
or EDR 

Percentage of children/ adults who are established patients in a dental home (to 
be defined) during the reporting period. [Potentially connected with Age 1 
measure or “defined episodic users” to assure retention in care for a period of 
time]. 
 
Percentage of patients who have returned for a recommended recall visit 
established during a previous dental appointment.  
 
Limited feasibility. Difficulties anticipated in defining concept. 

Dental care for 
individuals with 
intellectual and 
developmental 
disabilities 

Process 

Equity, 
Effectiveness, 
Patient 
Centeredness 

Program, 
Plan 

Claims 
(Payer 
Databases) 
or EDR 

Percentage of children/ adults with IDD who are established patients in a dental 
home during the reporting period.   
Percentage of children/ adults with IDD who have at least one oral evaluation 
during the reporting period.   
Percentage of children/ adults with IDD who maintain continuity of care.  
[Address transition of care from child to adult] 

Appropriate use 
of antibiotics Process 

Safety, 
Effectiveness, 
Patient 
Centeredness 

Program, 
Plan, 
Practice 

Patient 
Record 
(EDR) 

Limited feasibility. Concept to be developed based on data source. 
 
 

Diagnostic Code 
Documentation Process Equity 

Program, 
Plan, 
Practice 

Patient 
Record 
(EDR) 

Percentage of children/adults receiving comprehensive (periodic/ follow-up after 
a certain follow-up comprehensive evaluation) oral evaluation who also had the 
documentation of any diagnostic code [Stratified by type of diagnostic codes i.e. 
caries related etc.] 

Treatment Plan 
Completion Process Equity, 

Timeliness Practice 
Patient 
Record 
(EDR) 

Percentage of children/adults with treatment plan completed following 
comprehensive or periodic evaluation with X time. 
 
Limited feasibility: Difficulties anticipated in defining “completion”  

New dental 
caries at recall Outcome Equity, 

Effectiveness 

Program, 
Plan, 
Practice 

Patient 
Record 
(EDR) 

Percentage of children/adults who have newly diagnosed carious lesions at a 
recall appointment.  
 
Stratify: Untreated vs. treated in measurement year 
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Closing the 
referral Loop: 
Receipt of 
Specialist Report 

Process Equity, 
Effectiveness Practice 

Patient 
Record 
(EDR) 

Percentage of patients with referrals, regardless of age, for which the referring 
clinician receives a report from the clinician to whom the patient was referred.  
 
 

Oral Health Care 
Prior to and 
During Active 
Cancer 
Treatment/ 
Cardiac valve 
replacement, 
valvuloplasty 

Process 
Equity, 
Effectiveness, 
Timeliness 

Program, 
Plan 

Claims 
(Payer 
Databases) 
or EDR 

Percentage of children/adults recently diagnosed with or undergoing active 
cancer treatment/ scheduled for cardiac valve replacement, valvuloplasty 
receiving at least one oral examination by a dental professional during the 
reporting period. 
 

Smokers/ 
Tobacco/nicotine 
products Users: 
Oral Evaluation 

Process Equity, 
Effectiveness 

Program, 
Plan, 
Practice 

Claims 
(Payer 
Databases) 
or EDR 

Percentage of children/adults identified as smokers/tobacco/nicotine products 
users who received a comprehensive or periodic oral evaluation during the 
reporting period 
 

Oral Evaluation 
for nursing home 
residents 

Process Equity, 
Effectiveness 

Nursing 
Home 
Facility 

TBD 
Percentage of nursing home residents who received a comprehensive or 
periodic oral evaluation during the reporting period 
   

Preventive 
Services for 
nursing home 
residents 

Process Equity, 
Effectiveness 

Nursing 
Home 
Facility 

TBD Percentage of nursing home residents who received at least one preventive 
service during the reporting period  

Non-ventilator 
associated 
hospital 
acquired 
pneumonia 

Outcome  Equity, 
Effectiveness 

Hospital, 
Nursing 
Facility 

TBD Rate of non-ventilator associated hospital acquired pneumonia within the facility.   

Follow-Up after 
Emergency 
Department 
Visits for Non-
Traumatic Dental 
Conditions  

Outcome Equity, 
Effectiveness Hospital TBD 

Percentage of ambulatory care sensitive non-traumatic dental condition 
emergency department visits among children/adults in the reporting period for 
which the member visited a dentist within (a) 7 days and (b) 30 days of the ED 
visit 

Patient Reported 
Outcome 
Performance 
Measure(s) 

Outcome 

Equity, 
Effectiveness, 
Patient-
Centeredness 

Program, 
Plan, 
Practice 

Patient 
report 
(survey) 

Percentage of children/adults who report (a) painful aching in the mouth; (b) 
difficulty chewing any foods because of problems with the teeth, mouth, 
dentures or jaws; (c) felt uncomfortable about the appearance of teeth, mouth, 
dentures or jaws; (d) difficulty doing usual jobs because of problems with teeth, 
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Based on OHIP 
Instrument 

mouth, dentures, or jaws; (e) felt there was less flavor in food because of 
problems with the teeth, mouth, dentures or jaws.   

Complete 
denture 
treatment among 
edentulous 
patients with 
dysphagia, or 
unspecified 
malnutrition, or 
who are 
underweight. 

 Access, 
Process   

Effective, 
Equitable   

Program, 
Plan, 
Practice   

Claims 
(Payer 
Databases), 
or EDR   

Percentage of completely edentulous adults with a diagnosis of dysphagia, or 
unspecified malnutrition or underweight, who receive both maxillary and 
mandibular complete denture treatment during the reporting period.  
  
[CDT codes of interest: D5110, D5120; ICD-10 CM codes of interest: R13.10 
Dysphagia, R63.6 Underweight, E46 Unspecified Malnutrition] 


