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- Latest data on key dentist workforce characteristics
* Number of practicing dentists
* Age, gender, race/ethnicity breakdown
« Solo vs. group practice and practice ownership

 Big picture takeaways for the future

* Q&A
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Dentists per 100,000 Population
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Dentists Aged 55 and Older Exiting the Workforce per Year
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Dentists per 100,000 Population, Projected

Figure 1: Historical and Projected Dentists per 100,000 Population in the U.S., Baseline Scenario
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We predict that
the number of
dentists per
capita will
remain stable
through 2025
and then
increase.

Retirement #s
are expected to
shrink while
graduate #s will
not, beginning in
2025.
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Dentists per Age, 2021
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Dentists per Age, 2001
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Dentists per Age, 2002
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Dentists per Age, 2003
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Dentists per Age, 2004
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Dentists per Age, 2005
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Dentists per Age, 2006
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Dentists per Age, 2007

6,000

5,000
£ 4,000 Dentists entering
= the workforce
[m)]
‘5 3,000 have
5 outnumbered
S, 000 those leaving the
Z ’

workforce.
1,000
0

20 25 30 35 40 45 50 55 60 65 70 75 80 85 90 95
2007

m Health Policy Institute © 2022 American Dental Association. All Rights Reserved. 16

ADA American Dental Association®



Dentists per Age, 2008
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Dentists per Age, 2009
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Dentists per Age, 2010
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Dentists per Age, 2011
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Dentists per Age, 2012
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Dentists per Age, 2013
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Dentists per Age, 2014
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Dentists per Age, 2015
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Dentists per Age, 2016
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Dentists per Age, 2017
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Dentists per Age, 2018
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Dentists per Age, 2019
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Dentists per Age, 2020
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Dentists per Age, 2021
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Female Share of the Dentist Workforce
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Dentist Workforce Race/Ethnicity
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Race/Ethnicity of the U.S. Population and Dentist Workforce
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Ownership Status of Private Practice Dentists
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Ownership Status of Private Practice Dentists
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Ownership Status of Private Practice Dentists

PERCENTAGE OF DENTISTS IN PRIVATE PRACTICES WHO ARE OWNERS, BY AGE GROUP
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Percentage of Private Practice Dentists in Solo Practice
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Percentage of Private Practice Dentists in Solo Practice

BY GENDER
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Percentage of Private Practice Dentists in Solo Practice

Percentage in Solo Practice
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While a decrease
in the prevalence
of solo practices is
seen among all
dentists, the trend
is pronounced
among younger
dentists.
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Practice Consolidation Accelerates
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Practice Consolidation Accelerates

Percent of Dental School Seniors Entering
Private Practice who Plan to Join a DSO

ASSOCIATION REPORT ADEA « WILEY

Dentists of tomorrow 2020: An analysis of the results of the

2020 ADEA Survey of U.S. Dental School Seniors 50%
(]

Emilia C. Istrate PhD, MAIS | FrancJ. Slapar MA | Monisha Mallarapu MS |

Denice C.L. Stewart DDS, MHSA | Karen P. West DMD, MPH

Abstract
Purpose/Objectives: This study examines the journey of US. dental schools'
ot . e oo o e 40%
‘pursue careers in dentistry, aspects of their dental school experiences, to plans
‘upon graduation and the investment in their careers.
Methods: The study is an analysis of the results of the ADEA Survey of Dental

hool Senid ing Class. Each year, ADE. predoc
toral students from the accredited US. dental schools, Whenever feasible, the
i 30%

2015 counterparts. 30%
Results: The analysis revealed that 46% of the 2020 respondents decided to
became a dentist before going to undergraduate college, more than the propor-
tiom of th i incoll When it comes
ti high level of
profession. Seventy-seven percent of survey participants reported the COVID-
19 pandernic did not affect their plans after graduation. Between 2015 and 2020,
the share pondents who planned to go into advanced dental educa-
fion immediately after graduation increased from 35% to 40%. Almost a third of 2 0%
the intopri upon
graduation intended to join & Dental Service Organization (DSO). Grants and
scholarships represented a higher share of the average funding for dental edu-
cation for the 2020 respandents than five years ago. The share of respondents 1 2%
expecting an
dental education (educational debt) increased significantly, from 12% in 201510
17% in 2020,
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i US.den-
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« Our latest data confirm key trends in the dentist workforce: dentists are
getting younger, more likely to be female, more likely to be non-White.
Solo practice is disappearing and fewer dentists own their practice.
Moreover, due to various factors, these trends are about to accelerate.

 We're at a point where there is a sharp generational divide in the
dentist workforce: We have a large number of young dentists in the
workforce and a large number of retirement-age dentists.

« The COVID-19 pandemic appears to have accelerated the practice
modality shifts.
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