Dental Care & Prosthetic
Joint Patients

Visit ADA.org/prostheticjoints
or scan here to find out more info.

SHARED DECISION-MAKING IS THE STANDARD
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Patient values

and preferences

Work with the patient and their orthopedic provider when needed to determine the best timing for care.

The ADA DOES NOT support any
standard time frame for delaying

dental care after joint replacement. prosthetic joints.

ROUTINE ANTIBIOTICS are usually
NOT INDICATED for patients with

CLINICAL EVALUATION

For Patients with Prosthetic joints undergoing Dental Procedure
INDIVIDUALIZE - COLLABORATE - DOCUMENT

Does the patient have a prosthetic joint?
Consult orthopedic provider if uncertain.

MOVE AWAY FROM “AUTOMATIC
PRESCRIBING OF ANTIBIOTICS”

Minimal evidence of benefit with chances of

Antibiotic resistance

6\6) Adverse drug reactions

(}?} C. difficile infection

Does the Patient have High-Risk Medical Factors?

Current evidence shows no proven benefit

of routine antibiotic prophylaxis in preventing
prosthetic joint infection for patients
undergoing dental procedures. JADA, 2026.

« History of complications with joint replacement
« Immunocompromised status

Initiate SHARED DECISION-MAKING
Dentist + Patient + Orthopedic Provider collaborate

Most dental procedures are
low risk for causing prosthetic

joint infection. Focus On: @& Discuss patient values & concerns

* Excellent Oral Hygiene & Review medical history & joint status

« Prevention and treatment
of oral disease to reduce
bacteremia

@& Consider risks vs. benefits

& Make a joint decision on antibiotic
prophylaxis

GD

Chairside Script
(Quick Use)

“Current evidence
shows antibiotics
aren’t routinely
needed for joint
replacements. Let's
review your health
history and decide
together what's
safest for you.”
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Documentation Tip

Document the
conversation,
factors considered,
who was involved
in the decision,
and the final plan.

Source: Shared decision
making in oral health care
for patients with prosthetic
Jjoint replacements: American
Dental Association Council
on Scientific Affairs position
statement, Journal of the
American Dental Association,
2026.
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