
Dental Care Use Among Children: 2016 

DENTAL CARE USE AMONG CHILDREN, 2006-2016

Source: HPI analysis of Truven Health Analytics MarketScan® Research 
Database and Medicaid data from CMS-416 reports. 

Note: We analyzed two groups of children, Medicaid/CHIP-enrolled children 
and children with private dental benefits. Overall dental care use figures based 
on the percentage of Medicaid or CHIP and privately-insured children with a 
dental visit in the past 12 months. Preventive dental care use figures based 
on Medicaid or CHIP children with at least one preventive dental visit in the 
past 12 months. North Dakota did not report Medicaid/CHIP data in 2016; 
therefore, we used 2015 data for North Dakota’s Medicaid/CHIP figures. 

For more information, visit ADA.org/HPI or contact the Health Policy Institute at hpi@ada.org.
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 OVER 2/3 of children with private  
dental benefits had a dental visit in 2016. The 
dental care use gap between publicly and privately 
insured children has narrowed the past decade. 

IN 2016, 
FOR THE FIRST TIME, 

a majority of Medicaid  
or CHIP children had a  

dental visit in the past year: 
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CONNECTICUT,  
HAWAII, IDAHO, 

TEXAS, and WASHINGTON  
had the highest rates of 
overall dental care use.

CONNECTICUT,  
HAWAII, IDAHO, 

TEXAS, and WASHING-
TON had the highest  
rates of preventive dental 
care use.

In HAWAII and TEXAS, the overall dental 
care use rate for Medicaid or CHIP children 

has been higher than for children with private 
dental benefits since 2009.

FLORIDA, HAWAII,  
INDIANA, MICHIGAN, 

and MONTANA made the 
greatest gains in overall  
dental care use.

FLORIDA, HAWAII, 
INDIANA, OHIO,  

and PENNSYLVANIA  
have made the largest 
improvements in rates of 
preventive dental care use.
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IN 2016 ... BETWEEN 2011 AND 2016 ...
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DENTAL CARE USE AMONG CHILDREN BY STATE, 2016
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DENTAL CARE USE AMONG MEDICAID OR CHIP CHILDREN, 2011 AND 2016
 ANY DENTAL VISIT, 2011 l  

PREVENTIVE DENTAL VISIT, 2011 l  
l  ANY DENTAL VISIT, 2016 
l  PREVENTIVE DENTAL VISIT, 2016

North Dakota
Wisconsin
Montana
Missouri

Ohio
Florida

California
Minnesota

Maine
Oregon

Michigan
Illinois

Arizona
Nevada

New York
South Dakota

Indiana
Kansas

United States
Alaska

Pennsylvania
Louisiana
Kentucky

Rhode Island
Wyoming
Oklahoma
Tennessee
Arkansas
Delaware

New Jersey
Alabama

South Carolina
Virginia

Mississippi
West Virginia

Iowa
Colorado

North Carolina
Georgia

D.C.
Utah

New Mexico
Vermont
Maryland
Nebraska

Massachusetts
New Hampshire

Washington
Idaho

Connecticut
Hawaii
Texas

32.6% / 28.6%
27.8% / 24.5%
40.4% / 35.6%
36.2% / 32.5%
42.0% / 25.3%
24.0% / 13.8%
40.3% / 36.9%
43.0% / 38.4%
36.6% / 32.1%
44.7% / 39.4%
37.1% / 36.4%
52.3% / 48.8%
51.0% / 46.0%
44.1% / 39.7%
41.7% / 38.9%
48.5% / 43.8%
32.6% / 28.9%
44.1% / 41.0%
47.1% / 41.5%
49.5% / 42.8%
41.4% / 35.9%
50.3% / 46.8%
49.6% / 43.7%
48.6% / 42.6%
44.0% / 39.7%
49.2% / 44.5%
51.2% / 46.7%
51.5% / 47.6%
46.7% / 44.0%
48.2% / 43.4%
53.3% / 50.5%
55.7% / 53.1%
50.5% / 47.1%
49.5% / 44.6%
49.2% / 41.8%
45.1% / 40.0%
54.8% / 50.9%
49.3% / 45.5%
51.6% / 48.2%
54.6% / 49.8%
49.2% / 47.9%
51.3% / 47.0%
59.4% / 58.4%
55.1% / 49.7%
50.7% / 47.0%
55.1% / 51.0%
60.2% / 55.8%
56.8% / 53.0%
59.6% / 48.7%
62.5% / 57.1%
53.1% / 41.2%
68.9% / 56.0%

29.4% / 36.0%
29.5% / 32.1%
30.1% / 55.8%
34.1% / 38.0%
34.6% / 39.1%
35.9% / 39.7%
35.9% / 45.5%
36.7% / 40.4%
38.3% / 42.7%
39.1% / 44.0%
41.8% / 45.3%
42.5% / 46.1% 
43.1% / 47.2%
43.2% / 46.3% 
43.5% / 45.2%
44.8% / 48.2%
45.3% / 48.2% 
45.8% / 48.3% 
46.0% / 50.4% 
46.1% / 51.0%
46.1% / 50.3%
46.7% / 49.8% 
46.7% / 52.2%
47.4% / 51.9%
47.5% / 51.6%
47.6% / 52.0%
47.9% / 51.7%
48.4% / 51.4%
48.5% / 51.0%
49.2% / 53.0%
49.5% / 52.4%
49.5% / 52.1% 
49.7% / 53.2%
50.0% / 54.9%
50.0% / 56.2% 
50.6% / 54.3%
50.6% / 55.5%
50.6% / 53.7% 
51.8% / 54.6% 
52.5% / 56.9%
52.6% / 53.7% 
53.1% / 58.5% 
53.6% / 58.2% 
53.7% / 58.6% 
53.9% / 56.9% 
54.6% / 58.6% 
 54.8% / 58.6%
56.2% / 61.1% 
59.3% / 60.0% 
 62.7% / 67.3%
63.0% / 67.9%
67.4% / 69.2%


